                      MICKLE TRAFFORD & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING
Held on Monday 7th July 2014 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Andrew Merrill, (Chairman), Cllr Parkin, Cllr Rowlands, Cllr Parker, Cllr Blackman,

Cllr Harrison and Cllr Ancliff.

Mr Derek Bowker – Parish Clerk 
Item 1 
To invite members of the public to raise issues
 None present
Item 2 
To accept apologies.
All present
 Item 3
To receive Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Parker (Village Hall)

Declarations as per “Notifications of Interests”

Item 4
Approval of the Minutes of the Finance meeting held on the 2nd June 2014.

RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed by Cllr Merrill and seconded by Cllr Rowlands.

 Item 5 
To note Income & Expenditure in June 14, to note authorised cheques in June 14 and approve accounts as at 29/06/14
        The income and expenditure and the cheque authorisation were noted and it was 

        Proposed by Cllr Merrill, seconded by Cllr Ancliff that the accounts for June should be accepted

        ALL AGREED
Item 11
Speedwatch


 Following the last meeting we had been contacted by a resident in the village who had advised the council that he would be willing to supply a unit which would record the speed of vehicles.

On receipt of this offer the Clerk contacted CWaC Highways and the Council was advised that they could utilize the offer made as long as they were informed of the areas of usage.


The resident attended the meeting to advise councillors of the procedure required and it was agreed that his offer should be accepted and a trial at four locations should commence as soon as possible.


Locations were confirmed and the Clerk will liaise with resident and will also advise the Police about the action being taken.


Should these actions be found to be beneficial then the Parish Council may consider buying a unit in the future.
Item 6

Highways Issues





Signage at end of Greenway

The committee was not satisfied with the comments made by CWaC and asked the Clerk to contact them again and suggest times when the area should be monitored.

Parish Councillors will also monitor the area and report their findings.




Usage of Station lane (PCC)
The comments from the PCC were considered to be less than helpful and whilst the local officer had not attended this meeting it was hoped that he may attend the meeting on the 14th to give further explanation on this matter.

It was noted that the regularity of police vehicles using Station Lane may have decreased





Hedges opposite Village Hall
Thanks were expressed to Mr Sapio (CWaC) for the work that he had undertaken to improve visibility but the Clerk was asked to find out when further work would be done over a greater distance either side of the pathway. 




Path A56
Our Ward Councillors have been approached to provide funding for this work to be done and it was the opinion of this committee that the cost should be met solely by CWaC.
Cllr Parker is awaiting further comment from the Rural Localities Manager on this subject and will also confirm who the executive committee member is at CWaC for Highways so that the Parish Council can contact them about how long this problem had existed.
Lights out A56 - Street Lighting A56
Councillors were not able to confirm whether or not the lights were now all working
CWaC are still evaluating all the lighting along the A56 through the village




Drains (School Lane)
This matter is being discussed between CWaC and Muir Housing and at this time nothing has been reported to the Parish Council
 Item 7
Hoole Village Bus Shelter (Helsby bound)

  
A request has been made for a Bus Stop opposite the Public House and the matter is still under evaluation by CWaC.
Item 8
Noticeboards
Cllrs Blackman and Parkin are evaluating options available
Item 9
Village Hall sign (Planning application)
No request for expenditure has been received

Item 10
Internal Audit report
The Internal Audit report was noted and accepted.

The committee wished to note is thanks to Miss Lesley Tench for her work
Item 12
By-Laws (Gowy Woodland Park)
After discussion relating to the current problem of Dog Control within the Park it was agreed that a meeting should be organised with all relevant personnel to decide on the best way forward


Item 13     
Any urgent matters – at discretion of Chairman.
The hedges on the A56 at the old Royal Oak need cutting

Cllr Harrison asked if Cllr Parker had had a meeting yet with Cllr Johnson on Traveller issues and was advised that this was still to be organised.

Concerns were expressed that on the Community Safety Warden Day residents had not be able to locate personnel in order to talk to them.

Cllr Rowlands advised that since the last meeting there had been a meeting with Mr Peter Lloyd of CWaC about the setting up of a Neighbourhood Plan and following this meeting a second meeting had been held with Mr John Heselwood of Cheshire Community Action on the same matter.

Mr Heselwood advised that

Initial funding up to £7K was available but the whole process could cost between £20K and £30k.

The Neighbourhood process should be Parish Council led but should not be dominated by the Parish Council

The whole process could take up to 2 years

The Neighbourhood Plan would need to be aligned to the CWaC Local Plan and consideration should be given at the start of the process to ascertain whether or not the Local Plan was sufficient to protect the needs of Mickle Trafford and District in the future

The committee agreed that a proposal should be put to the Full Council to seek the initial funding to start the process.

Cllr Parker and Parkin advised the committee that they had met with three residents to discuss their concerns relating to Fracking and explained to the residents how the Parish Council has to deal with these matters
Item 14 
Next Meeting 


Date and time of next meeting Monday 4th August 2014 @ 6.00pm at the Village Hall

Meeting Closed 19.32pm
Signed.........................................................................Dated .....................................................................

Prepared by Derek Bowker

08 July 2014
   2014/23

