MICKLE TRAFFORD & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING
Held on MONDAY 5th September 2011 6.30pm at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr Roger Parkin in the Chair, Cllr David Rowlands, Cllr Andrew Merrill, and Cllr Philip Blackman was in attendance after Item 6 on the agenda
Mr Derek Bowker – Parish Clerk, Mrs Christine Blackwell
Item 01/01 - No public in attendance.  Cllr B Harrison was in attendance after Item 3 – visiting Councillor
Item 02/01 To accept apologies. Cllr M Parker – holiday. Cllr Blackman for possible late arrival
Item 03/01 Declarations of Interest – Cllrs Parkin, Rowlands, Blackman and Harrison declared personal interests in the Village Hall and Cllr Rowlands declared a personal interest in The Mill. 
Item 04/01 Approval of the Minutes of the Finance meeting held on the 8 August 2011. 
RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed by Cllr Merrill and seconded by Cllr Rowlands
Cllr Parkin noted that in the minutes there was £150 agreed for Advertising costs for Recruitment of Parish Clerk which would not need to be spent. 
Item 05/01 To approve the accounts, To approve the accounts as at 31 August 2011.  

RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed by Cllr Rowlands and seconded by Cllr Merrill.
Discussion took place regarding the Honorarium Payment to Mr Reade and the Clerk was asked to find out if this payment should be the subject of taxation.

Cllr Parkin noted that now that the Float at the Post Office had been closed it should no longer be shown as Allocated Funds 
Item 06/01 To approve Income and Expenditure balances for June/August 2011  
Discussion took place regarding the format of this document and Cllr Merrill will work on the modifications.
No vote taken on approval of balances

Item 07/01 – To approve/authorise cheques issued during August 2011

RESOLVED. Cheques issued – noted. 
Item 08 Authorise expenditure and sign cheques

8/01 Clerks overtime  

The Clerk (Mrs C Blackwell) claimed 15 hours overtime for August and this had been reviewed by Cllr Parkin who agreed the figure. 

Proposed Cllr Merrill Seconded Cllr Rowlands. All agreed
8/02 – Clerks final salary
Mrs Blackwell is still supporting the new Clerk and therefore this matter will not be resolved until the October Finance meeting.
8/03 – Andrew Woodcock – Hedge Cutting Park
No invoice has been received so no payment authorised
Outstanding invoices – 
Mrs Blackwell advised that monies had been received from both Country Classics and Middleton Construction which then only left Bright Home and Garden Solutions as a Debtor for the sum of £12.
A new Invoice has recently been issued for this amount and payment has been requested by the end of September latest.
Item 09 – Village Hall

09/02 Village Hall repairs.  Cllr Harrison advised that the application for funding for the Rural Support Grant should go to a meeting Mid September and in the meantime no further action was being taken regarding the repairs. 
11/02 Parish Office.  Cllr Parkin has discussed the possibility of using the existing Pool Room for the Parish Office with the Vicar and the Vicar is going to have further discussion with the PCC regarding this matter.

Discussion took place between the Councillors about the viability of using the pool room and whilst no resolution was agreed this matter will be the subject of further discussion with all parties in the future. 
11/04 Asbestos Report

Asbestos report and survey still needed. 
Item 10 Hoole Lawn Tennis Club Following consultation with local bodies it is likely that the Planning Application will be ready by the end of September.

Work, if given approval, will be in two phases with the first being the building of the Outdoor Courts and the Clubhouse, within the Clubhouse there could be a room available which could be used as a Parish Office.
With so much local interest in this project it may be necessary, dependant on timing of application, to hold a planning sub-committee meeting or a special full Parish Council meeting to resolve any matters arising.

Item 11 Request for Allotments – School Lane

It had been bought to the attention of Cllr Parkin that 6 residents had got together and written to both Hoole Lawn Tennis Club and The Mill about the possibility of starting allotments.

Cllr Parkin was not aware of who the people were and it was agreed that, if identified, they should be advised to write to the Parish Council regarding their intentions.

It was agreed that the Clerk should find out more about the responsibilities of both the Parish Council and Cheshire West and Chester Council relating to the provision of allotments. 

Item 12 Community Pride Award

Resolved at August meeting
Item 13 Neighbourhood Planning Team Selection. – Cllrs Parker, Rowlands, Blackham and Parkin will make up the team to forward Neighbourhood Planning.
Cllr Parkin has a meeting planned with Jeremy Owens (CWaC) for further discussion on this matter.

Item 14 CPRE Membership – Cllr Parkin advised that yearly membership of the CPRE was £29, 

Cllr Rowlands proposed that Mickle Trafford Parish Council should become members and this was seconded by Cllr Blackman a vote was taken and with three votes for the motion and one against the motion was passed.

Item 15 Grit Bin Update

Mrs Blackwell advised that following further discussion with CDHT the site for location of the Grit Bag had been agreed and that CDHT may also be willing to help with replenishment cost of the grit 

Item 16 Approval of recommendation that draft PC response Planning Application 11/02760/FUL 



be submitted to full PC meeting on 12 September. 
The Chairman proposed that the draft response to Planning Application 11/02760/FUL should be submitted to the full PC meeting on the 12 September. All Agreed  

Item 17 Any Urgent Matters 

Cllr Rowlands expressed concerns that a field off Plemstall Lane was being used as a urinal and asked that the Parish Council forward a letter to the Chief Executive of CWaC. Other Cllrs also stated that they were aware of this matter.

It was agreed that a letter should be sent and Cllr Rowlands will draft a letter which he will forward to the Clerk with all the details of the location

Item 18 Date and time of next meeting.  Monday 3rd October @ 6.30pm at the Village Hall

Signed..........................................................................................Dated .....................................................................

Prepared by Derek Bowker
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