                      MICKLE TRAFFORD & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING
Held on Monday 3rd February 2014 at 6.00pm at the Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Andrew Merrill, Chairman, Cllr Parkin, Cllr D Rowlands, Cllr Parker, Cllr Blackman and Cllr Ancliff.

Cllr Harrison as a visiting councillor
Mr Derek Bowker – Parish Clerk 
Item 1 
To invite members of the public to raise issues
Nothing raised
Item 2 
To accept apologies.

It was noted that Cllr Gardiner had advised the Chairman that he would no longer be sitting on this committee.
 Item 3
Declarations of Interest 
Declarations as per “Notifications of Interests”
Item 4
Approval of the Minutes of the Finance meeting held on the 6th January 2014.
RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed by Cllr Merrill and seconded by Cllr Blackman.
Item 5
To note Income & Expenditure in January 14, to note authorised cheques 
in January 14 and approve accounts as at 26th January 2014
        The income and expenditure and the cheque authorisation were noted and it was 

        Proposed by Cllr Merrill, seconded by Cllr Parkin that the accounts for January should be accepted

        ALL AGREED
Item 6
Village Hall Finance (Phase 2)
WREN Claim
The grant payment has now been received in full.
Item 7
Village Hall (School Bus Parking)
A letter has been forwarded to the Bishops school regarding the use of the Village Hall Car Park for picking up and dropping off but no response has been received.
The committee asked the Clerk to ensure that the School send a response

Item 8 
Internet Banking

The report received from the internal auditor was dis cussed alongside the last communication from the Bank and after lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr Merrill, seconded by Cllr Parker and agreed by ALL

that the following procedures should apply to move this matter forward.

1) All Invoices and Cheque Approval forms should be presented to each Finance and General Purposes Committee meetings for approval 

2) Interim payments, if required, can be approved by two signatories to the accounts up to a maximum of £500 or higher if previously approved at full Parish Council meeting.
3) All 4 signatories to the account to have access to view the bank transactions online.

Item 9 
Noticeboard Competition

This is a competition being run by ChALC to show how effective your noticeboards are in engaging with the community.

It was proposed by Cllr Merrill, seconded by Cllr Parker that the Parish Council does not enter the competition.

A vote was taken with 4 for, 1 against and 1 abstention. Proposal Passed.
Item 10     Any urgent matters – at discretion of Chairman.
Noticeboards

A quote had been placed before a previous meeting for £850 and it had been agreed that as the amount was so high other quotes should be obtained.

The Clerk had endeavoured to do this but had not found anybody to do the job.

It was agreed that he should try again and then put the findings to the Parish Council for their approval/rejection.
Broadband 

Following a discussion between a resident and the workers installing the new green boxes Cllr Parkin has contacted “Connecting Cheshire” and asked for an update on when Mickle Trafford and District will be able to access the Fibre Broadband system.

He has also suggested to “Connecting Cheshire” that the Village Hall may be a good location should they wish to do any promotional work.
Dog Bin
Gowy Park/New 

Cllr Parker advised that she had asked CWaC to liaise with FCC about the emptying of the bin on the Gowy Park and she hoped that we may hear more at the Gowy Liaison meeting on Thursday the 6th.

Following concerns from a resident Cllr Parker has agreed to fund a new Dog Waste Bin in the area between the Shrewsbury Arms and the Gowy Bridge.

The location is being evaluated by CWaC and when installed will be emptied by them.

Village Hall Car Park Cleaning
Cllr Blackman and the Clerk will discuss this matter further before returning to committee with their options.

Car Park Lease

The Car Park lease has been approved by the Parish Council but when it was forwarded to the Owner for his signature he has decided that the lease period was incorrect and wishes to change it.

The fee for the 1st year has been paid and cashed.

The committee asked the Clerk to contact ChALC to clarify the legal position with the situation that we now have.

Item 10 
Next Meeting 


Date and time of next meeting Monday 3rd March 2014 @ 6.00pm at the Village Hall
Meeting Closed 19.08pm
Signed.........................................................................Dated .....................................................................

Prepared by Derek Bowker

4th February 2014
   2014/04

