
                      MICKLE TRAFFORD & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING
Held on Monday 2nd July 2012 6.00pm at the Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Roger Parkin in the Chair, Cllr Rowlands, Cllr Merrill, Cllr Blackman, Cllr Parker and 
Cllr Harrison

Cllr Ann Wright
Cheshire West and Chester

Mrs Alison Armstrong

Mr Derek Bowker – Parish Clerk
Item 01 
To invite members of the public to raise issues
Cllr Wright and Alison Armstrong were welcomed to the meeting and Alison Armstrong was asked to give a summary of the current situation regarding the CWaC Governance Review and also the possible changes to Parish Boundaries.
Alison Armstrong gave the meeting some background about the reasons for the Governance review and confirmed that a 3 month consultation period within the local community had just been completed and this would be forwarded to the Governance review committee, they would then make some Draft recommendations that would go out again for a further 3 month consultation period.

Concern was expressed by Cllr Parkin about the consultation and how it may have been formulated.

Alison Armstrong believed that in the smaller parishes all residents would have been surveyed but in the larger parishes it would have been a sample of the total.

Cllr Rowlands also advised Mrs Armstrong with details of how the Parish Council numbers were originally arrived at and stressed that when consideration was given to any change the balance of the Council was very important. 

The committee agreed that once the draft proposals were received this matter would be considered again.

PARISH BOUNDARIES

A map of the boundaries was provided for discussion and it was agreed that a length of Guilden Sutton Lane and the location of Park Farm should be reviewed but all other boundaries should remain unaltered.

Item 02 
To accept apologies.

Cllr Brian Ancliff
Item 03 
Declarations of Interest 
Cllrs Parkin, Rowlands, Merrill and Parker declared personal interests in the Village Hall 
Item 04 
Approval of the Minutes of the Finance meeting held on the 6th June 2012.
The minutes were then accepted.
RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed by Cllr Merrill and seconded by Cllr Parker.
Item 05 
To note Income and Expenditure balances for June 2012 
The figures were noted and no questions raised
Item 06 
To approve/authorise cheques issued during June 2012
The payments were noted and no questions raised

Item 07 
To approve accounts as at 30 June 2012  

RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed by Cllr Merrill and seconded by Cllr Blackman.
Item 08 
Bus Shelter Report
Four tenders have been circulated to Local builders and so far two have been returned, Cllr Blackman will forward to the Clerk another interested party to ensure that the Council receive the three quotations in order to make a decision.
Item 09 
Street Lighting (Wells Close)
We have been advised that the cost for two lights would be approx. £7500.00 with an annual running cost of approx. £115.00. This cost would have to come from the Parish as CWaC do not have a current budget for new lighting.

It was agreed that the Clerk should have further discussions with CWaC about how and when they may be able to consider the lighting that is under discussion.

Item 10 
Village Hall (Damage to Building)
Following the recent damage to the building the Clerk had it confirmed that the excess on the Insurance Policy would be £100.00.
At this time no Invoice has been received from Metro Developments who carried out the repair.
Item 11 
Christmas Lighting
This is a matter that will be discussed by the Diamond Jubilee Committee on the 6th July and the matter will be raised again at a future meeting 
Item 12 
Any urgent matters – at discretion of Chairman.
Cllr Harrison advised that discussion was taking place with Cllr Nicholls about how work would be undertaken on the next stage of the Village Hall refurbishment and once that had been completed the matter would be raised again with the F&GP Committee to ensure that the Parish Council could meet the payments that will be required before claiming the money back from WREN.
Cllr Parkin advised the meeting that the Parish Church may have difficulty raising funds to cover the cost of repairs following the recent act of vandalism and asked if the councillors would be willing to express their views should a request for any shortfall be received.

The committee decide that they could not commit their views until further financial information is received.

Item 13 
Next Meeting 


Date and time of next meeting Monday 6th August 2012 @ 6.00pm at the Village Hall
Signed.........................................................................Dated .....................................................................

Prepared by Derek Bowker

         3rd July 2012


2012/23


