
         MICKLE TRAFFORD & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE  8th january 2007
Present: Mrs. W. G. Faulkner – in the chair


Mr. J. N. Jackson
Mr. I. S. Jones

Mr. T. R. Law       Mr. T. L. Bartley         Mr. M. J. Cullen
Mrs. J. A. Woods        Mr. B. T. Ancliff         Mrs. M. Willis      Mr. J. A. Gardiner   Mr. D. J. Clarke  

Mrs. M. P. Parker         Mr. D. K. Rowlands     Mr. R. Brace     Mr. A. M. Durkin       Mr. M. Gale 

Mrs. E. A. Mottram      
Mrs. S. Hawksby – Clerk to the Council



Members of the public – 3
Mr. H. Rowlands – Guest Speaker

Mr. H. Rowlands was welcomed to the meeting by the Chair.

Mr. Rowlands thanked the Parish Council for inviting him to give a presentation on the proposed Higher Level Stewrardship Scheme at The Grange and for their letter of support for this project. Mr Rowlands explained that the Agri – Environmental Scheme is administered by DEFRA . Funding for permissive footpaths and bridle paths is in place for 10 years. The proposed footpath is a 2 mile circular walk. Environmental farming will allow birds to nest and wild flowers to mix to encourage song birds. Progress should be made by May/ June 2007 Mr. H. Rowlands was thanked by the Chair.
OPEN FORUM
Comments were made that the Newsletter was sent out too late as it gave people no time in which to collect the Community Centre questionnaire. Also the article from the Dog Warden was too long.
A member of the public asked what plans were in place to continue to deliver the newsletter when the existing people who deliver it get too old.

There have been no articles in the Chronicle since July 2006 and the minutes of the various meetings have not been published on the website.

Comments were made that a request had been made for the Parish Council to contact The Environmental Agency with regard to work on the River Gowy which had been stopped whilst research was being carried out with regard to water voles. When will the work re-commence?
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

1)Apologies: 
Councillors were reminded that reasons for absence at meetings must be given and minuted. This was proposed by Mr T. L. Bartley and seconded by Mr. R. E. Parkin. Mr. R. E. Parkin requested that the reason for his absence at the last meeting be minuted.
Mrs. M. P. Parker who had only just returned from holiday 

Mr. M. Gale who was poorly

Mr. J. Taylor who had urgent personal business to attend to
2)Declarations of Interest – Personal/Prejudicial
Trafford Mill –  Mrs. E. A. Mottram  as director and Mr. D. K. Rowlands as adjoining landowner
Higher Level Stewardship Scheme at The Grange – Mr. D. K. Rowlands declared a personal interest.
3)Approval of Minutes

The circulated Minutes of the meeting held on the  13th November 2006 were taken as read and proposed by Mr. M. J. Cullen and seconded by Mrs. E. A. Mottram. It was agreed that a meeting should be sought with Cheshire County Council concerning Quiet Lanes.

4)Planning Applications

The circulated Minutes of the meetings held on the 4th December 2006 and the 4th January 2007 were noted by council.

5)Finance and General Purposes 
The circulated Minutes of the meetings held on the 4th December 2006 and 4th January 2007 were noted, and accepted by the meeting. It was noted that according to various taxi firms it is uneconomical to charge less than £7 for journeys to the hospital and town.
6)Accounts

Acceptance of the circulated accounts of the 27th November 2006 and 3rd January were proposed by Mr. D. K. Rowlands and seconded by Mr. M. J. Cullen  and agreed by Council.
6.1) The budget for the wreath was £50 however the true cost was only £16.50. Mr. D. K. Rowlands proposed that the difference should be donated to the British Legion. This was seconded by Mr. R. E. Parkin and accepted by the council.
7)Gowy Liaison Meeting
The tabled minutes of the meeting held on the 21st December 2006 were accepted by council. There is a meeting for extending the hours on the 9th February 2007 and objectors will be allowed to speak at this meeting. The site was closed this Christmas and they coped, so are the extended hours really necessary? The response objecting to the Waste Plan 2004 must be received by 12th January 2007. Mr. R. Brace and Mrs. J. Woods agreed to draft a response. 
8) Mickle Trafford Park
In August the Council applied for a grant for a new piece of equipment for the toddler play area. The City Council have confirmed that an amount of £600 has been awarded from the DDA allowance. Mrs. E. A. Mottram was thanked for her hard work on obtaining this grant.
9) Precept
A full discussion took place regarding the setting of the precept for the year 2007/2008 with the following needing to be taken into account.
1) It is important that the council should set a precept to ensure sufficient funds are allocated to allow for funding for all relevant projects, but making sure that all funds are for identified purposes.

2) It is not known whether the Council will get a grant for the Taxi scheme. The taxi scheme should be fully reviewed for the next financial year.
3) Mr. M. J. Cullen proposed that an amount needs to be set aside for training for any new Parish Councillors following the next election and for the clerk. This was seconded by Mr. R. E. Parkin.
4) An amount should be set for continued work on the new Community Centre. Mr. D. K. Rowlands proposed that the figure earmarked for the Community Centre Project is set at £5,000 subject to more discussion at the next Finance & General Purposes meeting. This was seconded by Mr. M. J. Cullen.
5) The Council is responsible for the fabric of the Village Hall, although no large projects are planned in the next year. Mr. T. L. Bartley confirmed that the Parish Council has been awarded a grant for the new disabled access.
6) Mr. R. E. Parkin proposed that council review the way the accounts are presented showing income & expenditure against budget on an ongoing basis in order that the council can regularly monitor expenditure against budgeted amounts. This was seconded by Mr. M. J. Cullen.
7) Mr. R. E. Parkin queried the fact that no allowance had been made for the Street Orderly Grant or double taxation and this needs to be taken into account. It was agreed that the Finance & General Purposes Committee would discuss the figures at the next meeting.

Mr D. K. Rowlands proposed that the Precept remain at the present level of £25000 which was seconded by Mr. M. J. Cullen. 14 councillors accepted the proposal, 1 voted against and there was 1 abstention. The proposal was accepted by the council.
10) Access To The Sustrans Pathway

Discussions took place regarding access to the signal box from Station Lane in Mickle Trafford. At the bottom of the lane near the road a Private sign has been put up. Are residents no longer able to walk along the Railway Line? The redundant railway line is owned by Railway Paths Ltd. Does the new owner of the Engine shed own the land? The Parish Council will seek to have access as far as the broken bridge incorporated in the definitive map and become a Public Right Of Way. It was agreed to write to County Council PROW and ask them to confirm the right of way, as there should have been no loss of Public Right Of Way when the Engine shed was developed. Was this taken into account when planning permission was granted?
20)Parish Surgery
20th January 2007 – Mr. J. Taylor and Mr. A. J. Gardiner
17th February 2007 – Mrs. E. A.  Mottram and Mr. R. E. Parkin

17th March 2007 – Mr. T. L. Bartley and Mr. D. K. Rowlands

The meeting finished at 8.55pm
The next meeting will be held on the 12th March 2007

                                                                                                                              Prepared by Sue Hawksby
                                                                                                                              12TH January 2007
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