MICKLE TRAFFORD & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING

Held on 4 January 2010 in the Village Hall

PRESENT

Mrs M Parker, Mr J A Gardiner, Mr R Parkin, Mr D K Rowlands 

Mrs L A Whiteley – Parish Clerk 

Item 01/08
RESOLVED: Apologies - None

Item 02/08
Declaration of Interest (Personal/Prejudicial)
RESOLVED: None

Item 03/08
Acceptance of Minutes

RESOLVED – That the Chairman sign, as a correct record of the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 7 December 2009.

Proposed by Mrs M Parker, seconded by Mr A Gardiner – All in Favour

Item 04/08
To approve the accounts for period ended 31 December 2009 

RESOLVED - approval of accounts for period ended 31 December 2009
Proposal by Mrs M Parker, seconded by Mr D K Rowlands – All in favour

The following points were raised:

Unauthorised Encampment Funding – The committee were concerned with the poor response in relation to the request for donations for the fighting fund.  The Committee advised that the Parish Council needed to make local residents aware of the financial implications and the severity of the current issues with Gypsy & Traveller sites in Mickle Trafford Parish.

Mr D K Rowlands suggested that an article needs to be raised in the January issue of Highways & Byways with a full account of proceedings so far, it was imperative that residents are made aware that costs could run into thousands of pounds.
Proposal
Mr R Parkin proposed that a full Public Meeting in February is arranged to discuss future expenditure and the justification of increasing the 2011 Precept by £9000 to cover legal advice and representation by a Barrister. The Parish Councillor needs assurance that they have full support from the electorate

Proposed by Mr D K Rowlands, seconded by Mrs M Parker – All in favour
Mr A Gardiner requested information regarding Quality Parish Council status and when this would be achieved. The Parish Clerk advised that work/study would commence May 2010 as this would have given sufficient time to fully understand the Parish Clerk role. Mr R Parkin, Mrs M Parker and Mr D K Rowlands offered assistance and support to the Parish Clerk when work commences. 

Item 05/08
The Parish Clerk talked through the draft precept budget with the Finance Committee.
RESOLVED – approval of Precept Budget of £29000 - All in favour

The Precept Budget will be presented at the Parish Council Meeting of 11 January 2010

Item 06/08
Date and time of next meeting

RESOLVED: The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st February at 6.00pm in the village hall
Signed: .................................................

Dated: ..................................................

Prepared by Laura Whiteley 
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