	Mickle Trafford & District Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE FINANCES & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 6th March 2006 in the Village Hall at 8.30pm.

	


PRESENT

	Mrs W Faulkner - Chairman
	
	

	Mr A Gardiner
	Mr D Rowlands
	

	
	
	

	  
	
	

	Members of the public -
	None
	

	Sue Hawksby - Clerk
	Mrs B Harrison – Assistant Clerk
	


 APOLOGIES

 Mrs E A Mottram

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
 None

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

The circulated minutes of the committee meeting held on 8th December 2005 were accepted subject to 2 minor grammatical alterations.
The Committee agreed that the Clerk should obtain instructions in writing from the Tax Office  with regard to the Park Orderly’s tax coding, prior to the start of the new tax year.
TRAFFORD TAXI TRAVEL
The clerk presented an up to date schedule detailing the usage up to the end of February 2006. The usage for January 2006 was unusually high, but the usage for February 2006 was lower than the norm. We are currently exceeding the amount of the grant at this stage by £89.65 and therefore, there may be a shortfall at the end of the current year that will have to come out of Parish Council funds.
We have not been officially notified yet whether any funds will be allocated to us for the coming year, however, Fil Prevc has indicated that hopefully some funding will be made available.

BANKING UPDATE

The clerk presented a short report  re an exercise currently being carried out to ascertain whether or not Barclays Bank are still offering the best type of account applicable to the needs of a Parish Council. The clerk agreed to keep the committee informed of any progress relating to this. 

PCSO’S
Some discussions took place as to whether or not it would be appropriate to have a PCSO in the Mickle Trafford & District Parish Council area. It was felt that the scheme would be popular with residents and there may be an argument for sharing with three or four other Parishes. It was agreed that the clerk would make a response based on the following:-

1. We do not really agree with the principle behind this scheme as we already pay a heavy precept to the police.

2. There are a number of uniformed officers being used as clerks, which is a misuse of expensively trained officers.
3. This will increase the rate of double taxation for parished areas given that Chester City Council provides this for un-parished areas. (Check this point with Margaret Parker).

It was also agreed that the clerk should write to Guilden Sutton, Barrow & Dunham On The Hill to see if they would be interested in sharing with Mickle Trafford & District. A copy of this should be sent to Pauline English. Funding for the PCSO’S would not be required until April 2007 and would therefore be included in the precept for 2007/2008.
GRANT APPLICATION FROM THE GOWY NORTH AREA COMMITTEE

Chester City Council Gowy North Area are now accepting applications for grant money for local projects and schemes. Mickle Trafford & District did not apply for any monies last year as we had been allocated monies in previous years for the park. Other than some side fencing around the sports arena, the park does not currently have any immediate needs. It was agreed therefore, that we would put in an application for monies to build a disabled ramp at the village hall.

In order to submit the application we need to know information relating to the project and it was agreed that Les Bartley should be approached in this respect.

The village hall have paid for the repairs to the roof and it was agreed, that once a receipt has been produced, the Parish Council will re-imburse them.

REGISTRATION OF MICKLE TRAFFORD PARK WITH THE LAND REGISTRY

It has come to light, that the piece of land where the park is situated has not been registered. The clerk has spoken to a solicitor friend who has confirmed, that as long as the Parish Council own the piece of land, registering it to them should be fairly straight forward. A Deed of Transfer was signed and is in the Parish Council’s possession, which should provide the solicitor with the necessary documentation. The clerk agreed to progress this matter.

DUAL TAXATION PAYMENT

It was noted that Mickle Trafford & District Parish Council will be receiving a payment of £1,695 under the above scheme. Payment will be made in early April.
DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd April in the village hall at 8pm.

The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
Signed ……………………………………….     Dated  …………………………….
                                                                          Prepared by Sue Hawksby
